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State Congress 
Agenda 
 
Albury Entertainment Centre (AEC) 
 
Sunday 27 October 2019 
16:00 - 1800 (AEC Banquet Hall) 
(please note change of venue) 
Welcome reception & sign in 

 
Monday 28 October 2019 
08:30 – 16:15 (AEC Banquet Hall) 
Annual State Congress – Day One 

Wreath laying ceremony 

Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret 
Beazley AQ QC, Governor of New South Wales: 
Patron Address and Awards Presentation  
 
Refreshments and BBQ lunch will be served  

 
Tuesday 29 October 2019 
0800 – 1600 (AEC Theatre) 
AGM 2019 

Refreshments and light lunch will be served  

 
Wednesday 30 October 20119 
09:00 – 12:00 (AEC Banquet Hall) 
Annual State Congress – Day Three 

Refreshments will be served 
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Invitation from the Board 
 

 

Dear RSL Members, 
 
The Board of RSL NSW has pleasure in enclosing the 2019 Notice of State Congress and Annual General 
Meeting. 
 
The 2019 Annual General Meeting is your opportunity to approve a revised constitution that brings RSL NSW 
into line with the RSL NSW Act 2018 (the Act).  
 
On behalf of the Board, I welcome all delegates and encourage you to vote in favour of the adoption of the 
proposed RSL NSW Constitution. 
 
The new Constitution: 
1. introduces a range of essential changes to bring it in line with the Act, including updated language (e.g. 

State Council becomes ‘the Board’, and Councillors ‘Directors’), changes to the Board’s composition, term 
limits for Directors, and ‘one member, one vote’ for Board elections; 

2. revitalises the role of District Councils through a formal meeting regime with the Board, and increased 
powers to hold the Board accountable; 

3. formally brings members of RSL Auxiliaries into the League for the first time; and 
4. replaces By-Laws and Regulations with Standard Operating Procedures.  
 
This new constitution lets members get back to focusing on welfare, camaraderie and commemoration. These 
are the reasons we all joined the League. We need to get on with what our core business is and that’s looking 
after veterans and their families. 
 
The new Constitution was framed in close consultation with the District Councils. It was drafted with the 
guidance of a sub-committee of seven District Council leaders (the ‘DC7’) elected by their peers from across the 
state. A draft was put to sub-Branches and members in June and July for critical feedback. Wherever practically 
and legally possible, your feedback has been incorporated into the final constitution recommended in this 
Notice of Meeting. I am proud that members had the chance to shape our change. Its approval is in your hands. 
 
The Board would like to acknowledge the keen participation in this process by members, sub-Branches and 
District Councils. Your input, constructive criticism, patience and effort are evident in the final document you 
have in your hands. In particular, the work of the DC7 has been invaluable and I would like to formally thank 
them for their time, effort and support. 
 
We’ve sought to do a better job on many fronts this year, and I am proud of the constitution this RSL has 
come together to produce. It is now back in your hands. 
 
 
Ray James  
Acting President 
 
On behalf of the Board 
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Notice of State Congress and Annual General 
Meeting 
Pursuant to Clause 21.5 of the RSL NSW Constitution, the Board gives notice that the State Congress and 
Annual General Meeting of The Returned and Services League of Australia (New South Wales Branch) will 
be held at the Albury Entertainment Centre, 525 Swift Street, Albury from Sunday, 27 October to 
Wednesday, 30 October 2019. 

It is important for members to be involved in setting the future direction of the Returned & Services League of 
Australia (New South Wales Branch). Let your sub-Branch Delegate know your thoughts on the resolutions set 
out in this Notice of Annual General Meeting.  

There are a number of items of business for consideration by Delegates.  These include the approval of a revised 
Constitution to help restructure the League, motions put up by sub-Branches and District Councils and the 
adoption of the financial statements and reports for the year ended 30 June 2019.  

Items of Business 
 

1. To consider and, if thought fit, to pass the resolutions set out in Annexure A to the Notice of Meeting; and 
 

2. To receive and consider the Financial Statements of RSL NSW and its controlled entities and the reports of 
the Board and the Auditors in respect of the period ended 30 June 2019.
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Voting and participation 
RSL NSW is the largest veterans’ charity in the country. By voting at your sub-Branch meeting and advising 
your Delegate of your views, you will be helping to shape the future direction of the League. 

Voting in person 

Attendees: Sessions are open to registered Delegates and Alternate Delegates. Observers are permitted to attend 

only. 

Voting at the Annual General Meeting will be carried out by electronic device. There is one device per sub-Branch 

and District Council. Delegates will need to collect their device on Tuesday, 29 October 2019 between 07:45 and 

08:45 in the AEC Banquet Hall. You must return your device before departing the venue at the end of the Annual 

General Meeting on Tuesday. Please note, these devices cannot be taken outside the venue during the day.  

Please also refer to the section entitled How are the votes counted? below. 

Note: Those sub-Branches or District Councils that fail to return their device will be charged a replacement fee. 

Chairing the Meeting and Procedural Rules 

Chairing the meeting: Clause 21.3 of RSL NSW Constitution states that “At every State Congress the State President 
will be appointed as the Chairman. If the State President is unwilling or unable to act, a Vice President will be 
appointed as Chairman. If a Vice President is unwilling or unable to act, a State Congress Delegate present in person 
at State Congress will be appointed as Chairman.”  

Procedures for the General Meeting: General meetings and the procedures that apply are governed by a number 
of sources, including the RSL NSW Constitution, case law and common practice and, in the case of charities, the 
ACNC Governance Standards.  

The AICD has also issued a guide, Director Tools: Meeting Effectiveness – General Meetings of Members, which 
outlines the importance of the role and powers of the Chair in general meetings.  

The guide states that the Chair has the power to preserve order, regulate the discussion, adjourn the meeting and 
also has powers in relation to voting procedures. For example, the Chair must ‘allow a reasonable opportunity for 
the members as a whole at the meeting to ask questions’. 

This gives the Chair the ability to manage the flow of the meeting, so that everyone entitled to speak at the meeting 
has the opportunity to do so. 

Who can ask questions at the AGM? 

Under the Constitution, only Delegates can speak and vote at the General Meeting. They may ask questions on all 
the items of business set out in this Notice of Meeting. Alternate Delegates may only speak and vote if the Delegate 
is not in the room. 

Delegates with questions are asked to observe the usual courtesies of a General Meeting. The Chairman is 
responsible for making sure that as many people as possible can be heard. 
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Can Affiliates attend and vote? 

No. Under the Constitution, Affiliate Members do not have a right to vote on constitutional changes and therefore 
cannot be a Delegate or Alternate Delegate at this meeting. Affiliate Members are entitled to register and attend as 
an Observer at the Annual General Meeting. 

How are the votes counted? 

To ensure that votes are accurately counted, each Delegate (or Alternate Delegate in the absence of the Delegate) 
will be issued with an electronic handset. Each handset has a unique SIM card registered to the relevant sub-Branch 
or District Council which appointed its Delegate and Alternate Delegate.  

When voting is opened on each resolution, the Delegate selects 1 or 2 to vote in favour of, or against, the resolution. 
The vote tally is shown live on a screen in the theatre and will be available to be viewed on the livestream.  

When will voting results be known? 

The voting results on each of the resolutions will be announced during the meeting. For those unable to attend, the 
voting results will be seen during the webcast/livestream and also published on the RSL NSW website after the 
meeting. 

Will there be a webcast/livestream of the meeting? 

The meeting will be livestreamed on Monday, 28 October and Tuesday, 29 October, so that sessions are viewable 
by all RSL NSW members and other interested parties. To watch the livestream, please go to rslnsw.org.au/get-
involved/members-suite from 09:00 on Monday, 28 October 2019.  

 

The livestream link will be announced in the State Secretary Newsletter closer to the day. The Members’ Suite of 
the RSL NSW website will have a link to this livestream accessible to any interested party. 

Where can I get a copy of the Financial Reports? 

A copy of the financial reports and auditor’s statements are available from 30 September in the Members’ Suite on 
the RSL NSW website at rslnsw.org.au/get-involved/members-suite or by contacting the Sub-Branch & Member 
Support Unit on 1300 679 775. 

What voting majority is required for the resolution to amend the Constitution? 

The resolution to amend the Constitution is a special resolution. To be effective it must be passed by at least two 
thirds of the votes cast by Delegates entitled to vote on it. 

When will the amendments to the Constitution take effect? 

If the special resolution to approve the Constitution is passed at the meeting, it will take effect from 1 December 
2019. 

Delegates attending in person 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 29 October at the Albury Entertainment Centre, 525 Swift 
Street, Albury, in the Theatre. Delegates must collect their voting device before the AGM commences at 09:00. 
Doors to the hall for voting device collection will open at 07:45, with doors to the Theatre opening at 08:30. 
Refreshments will be available. 

The Annual State Congress on Monday, 28 October and Wednesday 30 October 2019 will be held in the Banquet 
Hall of the Albury Entertainment Centre. 

  

https://www.rslnsw.org.au/get-involved/members-suite/
https://www.rslnsw.org.au/get-involved/members-suite/
https://www.rslnsw.org.au/get-involved/members-suite/
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How do I get to the Meeting? 

The Albury Entertainment Centre, 525 Swift Street, Albury, is easy to get to from the main centre of Albury. The 
location is also well serviced by local bus routes and within walking distance of many hotels in the area.  

Disabled access 

The Albury Entertainment Centre is a fully accessible venue, with disabled lift access where applicable. All areas can 
be accessed by wheelchair and the main areas include wheelchair-access toilets, which are clearly signposted. 

Transport options to Albury 

By Plane: Albury Airport is serviced with daily flights from Qantas, Virgin Australia and Regional Express. 

By Rail and Coach: NSW TrainLink operates train services to Albury daily. Coach services via NSW TrainLink, V/Line, 
Greyhound and Firefly are available on a daily basis. 

By Vehicle: Albury is approximately a five and half hour drive from Sydney by car.  

Travel is at the Delegate’s, Alternate Delegate’s or Observer’s own arrangements. 

Please visit visitalburywodonga.com/plan/getting-here/ to view your best options to get to Albury. 

Transfers in Albury 

ANZAC House will offer bus transfers from the airport and bus/railway station on Sunday, 27 October 2019 between 
12:30 and 16:30. You must advise ANZAC House of your travel arrangements when registering as a Delegate to 
congress to reserve your place on the bus. 

It is the responsibility of the Delegate, Alternate Delegate or Observer to ensure they have a way to get to and from 
the Albury Entertainment Centre each day, as well around the city of Albury for their own leisure activities outside 
the Annual State Congress agenda. 

Details of return transfers will be announced during Day One of the Annual State Congress on Monday, 28 October 
2019. Please listen for details during the day and see ANZAC House staff accordingly.  

Accommodation in Albury 

Albury city centre has a range of accommodation options within walking distance of the Albury Entertainment 
Centre. You can find a full range of options on visitalburywodonga.com/ 

 

https://www.visitalburywodonga.com/plan/getting-here/
https://www.visitalburywodonga.com/

