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ANZAC Day Guidelines for Bands 

RSL NSW has received feedback from veterans in the ANZAC Day March in 2019. These concerns have been assessed 
by the team at ANZAC House in conjunction with the footage and the below guidelines have been developed as a 
result.  
 
In addition to the standard ANZAC Day guidelines and updates provided by RSL NSW for the march each year, we ask 
that you review the below guidelines for bands ahead of submitting your application for 2020. 

Band Order of March 

Whilst RSL NSW recognises that a number of bands have affiliations with associations, it is not always possible to 
allocate you with this group due to a number of factors, including the small number of veterans marching within that 
association. 

It is important for the integrity of the March and veterans that you adhere to the published Band Order of March. If 
you ignore this order it creates an added layer of issues on the day for the veterans, chief marshals, band marshals, 
other bands, RSL NSW and ABC TV.  

Please always follow any reasonable directions given to you by marshals on the day. 

Playing standards 

All bands must ensure they meet the following playing standards during the march in 2020. RSL NSW will review this 
ahead of the 2021 march: 
 

• Play at 120 beats per minute, this is critical to the pace of the march and to ensure veterans can stay in time 
and keep up with your band. 

• The ANZAC Day march is a march for veterans and not a performance. The addition of flags, batons and the 
like are not appropriate for the occasion.  

• Music must be appropriate for occasion (i.e. a march) and a beat must always be maintained, even when no 
formal playing is occurring, excluding the metronome beat as your pass the Act of Remembrance.  

• Band frontage should be a maximum of eight members abreast. The interval, front and rear, between bands 
and units should not exceed eight metres or 20 marching paces. This is to prevent large gaps in the march. 

• It is integral to the running of the march that any gap created ahead of the band is maintained at all times 
(and does not exceed the above), and the band does not speed up to catch up to the unit in front.  

• If a gap is created in front of your band at the march start point, it is important that this gap be maintain and 
you do not speed up and march directly behind the group in front. These gaps are integral to the march. 

• No filming or photography is permitted whilst playing in the march. It is permitted in the form up area 
before you commence playing in the march. 

• The addition of descendants is not permitted with any band. All descendants are welcome to march in the 
allocated section within the march order. 

• Should you require guardians or carers accompany the band along the route, they are permitted to do so 
along the edge of the route and not in front, within or immediately behind the band. 

 
RSL NSW would like to thank you for your support on ANZAC Day and we look forward to you continuing to add to 
the success of the march in 2020. 


