
 

 

 

 

Welcome to the latest update from the RSL NSW 

Auxiliary. So much has happened and so much 

stayed the same; we are still living in crazy times 

in a crazy world. Hopefully, you are all well and 

handling things the best way you can. 

I am going to start with some good news and 

advise that both Pauline and Ray James were 

presented with Order of Australia Medals. Their 

investitures had been on hold due to COVID-19. 

Pauline was presented with hers 11th September 

by the NSW Governor, then Ray on 18th 

September in Canberra by the Governor General. 

On your behalf I congratulate them both, however 

I want to point out that these Honours are not 

only for their work with RSL. Many of you will not 

be aware of all the community service they have 

given during most of their lives.  

They are great examples of great Australians. 

 

 

 

There seems to be quite a bit of confusion over the recent changes to the administration of the Auxiliaries, so 

I would like to address that now. 

The purpose of our Auxiliaries has remained the same and the only changes have been in how an Auxiliary is 

administered. 

An Auxiliary has always been part of the parent sub-Branch but officially not part of the League and this 

changed in December 2019. Auxiliary Members are now members of RSL NSW however they are not required 

to attend sub-Branch meetings and they have no voting rights attached to their type of membership. 

Auxiliary Members may attend sub-Branch meetings at the invitation of the sub-Branch Executives. 

All members of the RSL Auxiliary will be subject to the dispute resolution and disciplinary procedures 

applicable to RSL NSW Members as outlined in the Constitution. Any dispute resolution procedure or 

disciplinary action relating to an Auxiliary Member can only proceed in accordance with the RSL NSW 

Constitution. 

 

 



SO WHAT HAS CHANGED?         

             

      

  

You no longer need a Committee 

Each RSL Auxiliary will appoint two members of 

the RSL Auxiliary to the position of RSL Auxiliary 

Coordinator (RSL Auxiliary Coordinator) and 

Deputy Auxiliary Coordinator (RSL Deputy 

Auxiliary Coordinator), who will be responsible for 

liaising with the members of the RSL Auxiliary, 

coordinating the RSL Auxiliary activities, reporting 

to the sub-Branch on all RSL Auxiliary fundraising 

and other activities, ensuring that all directions of 

the sub-Branch in relation to fundraising 

compliance are followed and providing an annual 

report to the President of the sub-Branch on the 

activities of the RSL Auxiliary. 

No paperwork 

As Auxiliaries no longer hold separate bank 

accounts, all necessary paperwork will be 

completed by your sub-Branch Secretary. The only 

paperwork the Co-Ordinators need to complete 

will be forms for New Members and Life Members 

Nominations.  

Meetings and attending meetings are 

no longer mandatory 

The RSL Auxiliary Coordinator may call meetings of 

the members of the RSL Auxiliary from time to 

time and in accordance with the relevant 

provisions of Conduct of sub-Branch Meetings 

Standard Operating Procedures in-order-to assist 

with coordinating the activities of the RSL 

Auxiliary. However, if you prefer monthly 

meetings that’s fine too. It is entirely up to your 

Auxiliary and sub-Branch. 

 

To see a copy of the Standard Operating 

Procedures 8 RSL Auxiliaries click the following 

link:   

https://assets.rslnsw.org.au/wp-

content/uploads/2019/12/12153439/8-SOP-

Auxilliaries-Approved.pdf 

 

 

 

Annual fees 

There is no Affiliation Fee to Central Council as 

this no longer exists. 

Annual membership fees for Auxiliary Members 

are set by the RSL sub-Branch at the sub-Branch 

AGM but cannot exceed $12.00. This fee is 

payable directly to the sub-Branch annually in line 

with the membership period for Service and 

Affiliate Members. 

 

New Members 

Sadly COVID-19 has played havoc with our work 

however this ‘down time’ is a great opportunity 

to look for new members. 

The form has been simplified. All we need now is 

the person’s name, contact details, date of birth 

and signature. No nominees/references etc. 

There is a provision for your sub-Branch to accept 

or reject the application. 

The completed form should be handed your sub-

Branch Secretary who will then advise RSL NSW 

full details of the new member (name, contact 

details, date of birth) and request a badge be 

issued, there is no charge for a badge for a new 

member. 

The new member is a full member of the Auxiliary 

once the membership form has been accepted 

and any fee paid. They do not have to wait until 

they receive their badge nor need to be sworn in. 

Our new badges are only available to new 

members, the only reason for a current member 

to obtain a new badge is if their own is either lost 

or damaged, a cost of $6 will then be incurred. 

 

 

https://assets.rslnsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/12153439/8-SOP-Auxilliaries-Approved.pdf
https://assets.rslnsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/12153439/8-SOP-Auxilliaries-Approved.pdf
https://assets.rslnsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/12153439/8-SOP-Auxilliaries-Approved.pdf


    

  

Life Membership 

An Auxiliary Life Membership form (which can be 

obtained from the sub-Branch) will need to be 

completed and signed by the RSL Auxiliary 

Coordinator detailing whether the Auxiliary Member 

has met the eligibility criteria before the application 

progresses to the sub-Branch.  

Life Membership is the highest honour which can be 

bestowed on an Ordinary Member of an Auxiliary 

and therefore submissions should not be taken 

lightly.  

All applications for Auxiliary Member honours and 

awards must be endorsed and submitted through the 

sub-Branch or the RSL Auxiliary Coordinator to RSL 

NSW for approval.  

The nominee must have had at least fifteen (15) 

years of continuous service as a member of an 

Auxiliary, ten (10) years of which are considered 

outstanding. Honorary service work must be 

associated with RSL work and Charities only. In 

country areas some recognised charities [not RSL 

exclusively] may be considered. Service rendered as 

Patron or paid Auditor is not considered as qualifying 

service for the award nor are services rendered to a 

Registered Club or to local Schools, Churches, Surf 

Clubs, Scouts etc. are considered. 

No member can nominate themselves. 

Once the nomination is received by RSL NSW it will 

be put to a Selection Committee. 

This Committee comprised of four (4) members and 

an approval of 3 out of 4 is needed to have the 

nomination proceed. Should any member of this 

committee have a personal connection to the 

nominee they will stand aside and have no further 

involvement in the process. 

There is no longer a charge for Life Membership 

Nominations. 

We are only able to award a certain number of Life 

Memberships in any one year. The number available 

is calculated on a ratio of the number of members to 

the number of Auxiliaries. Sadly, as Auxiliaries close, 

the number of Life Memberships also decrease.  

Currently we are only able to award nine in any one 

year, therefore it is imperative that the Nomination 

Form is completed correctly so that an appropriate 

decision can be made. 

 

We are delighted to advise that two Life 

Memberships have been awarded recently: 

Congratulations to Ruth Field of Batemans Bay 

Auxiliary and Marcia Lancaster from Tilligerry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Pauline James & Sue Allen 

That just leaves where we fit in. In a Circular in early March, RSL NSW State Secretary Jeff O’Brien stated ‘The 

State Coordinator is Pauline James, and the Deputy State Coordinator is Sue Allen – both highly respected and 

experienced members of the former CCWA. We are also in the process of establishing an RSL email address for 

Auxiliaries to use to contact the coordinators and other contact details will soon appear on the RSL NSW 

website.  

Pauline and Sue are there to support Auxiliaries through the transition to the new structure and are in regular 

contact with ANZAC House to ensure they are providing the best advice available. If your local coordinators or 

sub-Branch are unable to answer your query, please ask one of them to contact Pauline or Sue to progress your 

issue.’ 

We are responsible to support both Auxiliaries and sub-Branches and hope this clarifies a few things for 

everyone. 

 

Since the last newsletter we have had our first virtual RSL NSW State Congress in 2020 when the new Board 

was elected. Congratulations to Ray James on his election of President and to the members of the Board; we 

wish them well. 

I am delighted to advise that we have had two new Auxiliaries re-opened - Castle Hill and Coffs Harbour. We 

are so pleased to have you as part of the Auxiliary family and we look forward to many more opening in 2021. 

The time is right now not only to look at opening new Auxiliaries but finding new members for those we 

already have. There are a lot of people out there who would be happy to help but, in the past, have not been in 

a position to join because they weren’t able to attend meetings or for other reasons. None of those reasons are 

now requirements of our organisation and we are open to anyone who shares our values. 

Under the new structure it is up to the Auxiliary and parent sub-Branch to decide if, and when meetings are 

held and as long as members are kept informed about what is happening, they don’t need to attend. 

Communication is key and some Auxiliary Co-ordinators do this by phone, email some even have a Facebook 

page. 

Nomination forms are still required but the nominee does not have to be propose or seconded to join. 

The form together with the history and information about the RSL NSW Auxiliaries can be found on the RSL 

website https://www.rslnsw.org.au/get-involved/rsl-auxiliaries. 

The completed forms are held by the sub-Branch Secretary who then contacts RSL NSW requesting a 

membership badge. Please note that full details of the new member must also be sent to RSL NSW for the 

database (name, address, date of birth). 

Once the nominee has been accepted and any fee paid, they are then a full member; there is no swearing in or 

taking the Pledge. 

If you have any recruiting ideas, please share them with us. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Our congratulations to Serena Sutherland on being 

awarded RSL Life Membership, Serena has been a 

member of the League since 1994 and held Executive 

positions on both the sub-Branch at Liverpool and 

delegate to District Council and State Congress. 

She did an amazing job for many years at Central 

Council. 

  

 

https://www.rslnsw.org.au/get-involved/rsl-auxiliaries


 

   

  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE QUILT 

Six quilts have been awarded since our last 
Newsletter. The first to Mr Stanley Coulter, a Kokoda 
Veteran and service member of Cumberland RSL 
sub-Branch. Stan had turned 100 years old on the 
day of the quilt presentation. Sadly, Stan has since 
passed away. Our condolences to his family.  A sad 
loss for his family, friends, the community and the 
RSL. Lest We Forget. 

 

On 15 Aug 2020 we commemorated the 75th 
Anniversary of the end of World War II.  Pauline 
James attended the Kokoda Track Memorial at 
Concord, where she was delighted to present RSL 
NSW service members Mr Reginald Chard and Mr 
Lloyd Birdsall with Thank You For Your Service Quilts. 
Both are veterans of the Kokoda Track. Reg is a guide 
of the memorial and a service member of Bass Hill 
RSL sub-Branch. Lloyd is a service member of the 
Canterbury-Hurlstone Park RSL sub-Branch. 

 

 
 
    
 

A huge thank you to Kaye Brown and The Camden 

Country Quilters who have partnered with RSL 

NSW Auxiliaries to produce these quilts for those 

who have returned from active service. If you think 

someone in your sub-Branch should be given a 

quilt, then please contact Pauline. 

 

We received a lovely letter from Mr Birdsall, thank 

you. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Grimmer was presented with him quilt 
29th November 2020. 
 

 
 

Stephen is our first RAAF recipient. He enlisted in 

January 1984 at the age of 15 and started as an 

Apprentice Radio Technician. Since graduation as a 

RADTECH G, he was employed in the maintenance of 

ground defence Radars and Air Traffic Control 

Systems, with a period as an Instructor as the Army 

School of Signals. 



 

  

Stephen worked his way up through the ranks and 

was commissioned from Warrant Officer in Oct 2009 

as Flight Lieutenant Aerospace Engineer- Electronics 

Radio. Currently a Squadron Leader.  

His operational service was Jan – Aug 2004 when he 

was deployed to Iraq where he embedded at HQ 

CJTF-7 with the US Army’s III Corps and then 

between Apr – Oct 2017 to the Middle East Region 

to Al Minhad Air Base in the United Arad Emirates as 

the Executive Officer of the RAAF’s Expeditionary 

Airbase Operations Unit. 

Stephen first joined the RSL in 1994 when he was in 

Western Australia and has had several stints when 

not on posting. I finally re-joined in 2012. Since then, 

he has been involved with the East Maitland RSL sub-

Branch. He served as Vice President 2016 2017 and 

then as President between 2018 – 2020. 

Pauline had the privilege of awarding two Thank You 
For Your Service Quilts in Tamworth on 2 December 
2020 at the Tamworth RSL Sub Branch Christmas 
Party. 
 
China Thomas and Bruce Clark.  Both China and 
Bruce are Vietnam Veterans and have been doing 
Pensions and Welfare for Tamworth RSL sub-Branch 
for many years.  

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
    

Pauline managed to catch up with June Campbell and 

presented her with a quilt to thank her for her 

contribution as a Councillor with CCWA for many years. 

 

 



AROUND THE AUXILIARIES 

  
SAWTELL 

100TH Birthday celebrated in style. 

Gwen Herdegen OAM, Life Member of the Sawtell RSL Women’s Auxiliary, celebrated her 100th Birthday 

with a garden party lunch hosted by her son, Jeffrey, with 20 relatives and friends at her home which 

continued till the evening with more friends and family arriving and leaving all day. 

Gwen did not let COVID-19 restrictions stop her celebrating her milestone Birthday and social distancing was 

observed by all. 

When asked about her time in the Auxiliary some of her fundraising memories are of when it was time to 

sell poppies and tin hats, she walked the streets taking her children along with her. From 1946 until 1957 

meetings were not always held during the winter months and fund raising was difficult. These are just a few 

snippets. 

When Gwen joined the Auxiliary in 1951 the attendance at meetings only totalled five members. She has 

held various Executive positions during this time. While physically able to do so, she has not hesitated to 

come forward and assist whenever the need arises during the 69 years she has been a member. 70 years in 

February 2021 will be another celebration for community service. 

 

 

Janet Dawson, 

Co-Ordinator, 

Sawtell RSL sub-Branch Auxiliary. 

 

 

Sadly, the Brewarrina Auxiliary has closed. We 

would like to thank everyone for the wonderful 

work over many years. On a personal note, I had 

many conversations with the then President Helen 

Beetson, a beautiful lady. I wanted to pass on my 

thanks and very best wishes and I will be sending a 

copy of this Newsletter to Helen’s daughter-in-law, 

Ingrid, to give to her.  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

SEVEN HILLS-TOONGABBIE 

Congratulations to of Mrs Bev Black on recently receiving a Community Award from her Member of 

Parliament Mr Mark Taylor MP State Member for Seven Hills. 

   

INVERELL 

   

 

 

We need to get our memories collected so if 

you have any photographs, stories relating to 

your Auxiliary or sub-Branch we would love 

to have them and hopefully we can maybe 

set up an online album so that these 

wonderful memories can be retained 

forever. The RSL NSW Auxiliary is a 

wonderful organisation and we shouldn’t be 

forgotten. 

One of the things I have been doing over this 

‘quiet period’ is clearing out files in my 

computer and it is scary when you realise 

how long ago some things were. Can you 

believe it is over a year now since that 

fabulous day at Government House? It 

doesn’t seem more than a few months ago 

we were organising it.  

Wonderful memories, especially for the new 

members who were presented with their 

badges before the NSW Governor and her 

husband, our wonderful Patron. I want to 

thank those who have contributed to this 

publication. It is great to hear from you and 

be able to let everyone know what is 

happening in your part of the state. 

 

 

 



FACE MASKS 

A huge thank you to Heicke Keefe, Jenny Leach (with help from their husbands, Don Keefe and Graham 

Leach) and Chris Frame and Ray James who have spent a good part of the last few months mass producing 

face masks. Most are made in poppy fabric, to raise funds for DefenceCare. The donation from the sale of 

these masks currently stands at $4,000, which is amazing. A number have been purchased by the Hyde Park 

War Memorial for sale to the public. 

It would seem that masks are going to be with us for a long while to come so this is something that sewers 

in your Auxiliaries could make to raise funds for your sub-Branch. In the last Newsletter I shared a link to a 

YouTube presentation https://sarahmaker.com/how-to-sew-a-surgical-face-mask-for-hospitals-free-

pattern/ Another one you might like to look at is what they refer to as the Dinner Plate Mask,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRfhuRNua_E&t=27s.  Not only is this a great fundraiser it’s a great 

community service. 

 

 

 

      

      

 

 

  

 

 

  

Perspex templates of the Dinner Plate Masks are available from All About Sewing 

at Wyong  https://www.allaboutsewing.net.au/notions-1   Phone 0457 703 030 

 
 

Thank you, Norma Alexander for your lovely 

Scone recipe: 

INGREDIENTS 

2.5 cups Self Raising Flour 

60gm butter (1/4 ‘stick’ in US) 

¾ cup milk  

Preheat oven to 200c / 180c fan forced 

Line tray with baking paper 

METHOD 

Rub butter into flour 

Add milk in centre of flour mix and mix and 
knead to smooth mixture 

Flatten onto surface and cut into circles ¾ of 
required end height 

Place side by side on papered tray glaze with 
milk / milk egg wash 

Bake on middle oven rack 15minutes or till 
golden 

ALTERNATIVES 

If sweeter scones desired add sultanas / dates 
when kneading OR  

For a savoury alternative add finely sliced 
sundried tomatoes and /or olives / finely diced 
ham up to your imagination! 

 

 

We have been asked by St Vincent’s Hospital Sydney 

for volunteers who can knit or crochet to make 

some hearts for them to put them on cards. 

This is not an RSL activity, however if anyone is able 

to help, they would be very grateful. 

Patterns are on the next page and if you can help, 

the hearts can be sent to: 

Pauline James 
5th Floor 
341 George Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

https://sarahmaker.com/how-to-sew-a-surgical-face-mask-for-hospitals-free-pattern/
https://sarahmaker.com/how-to-sew-a-surgical-face-mask-for-hospitals-free-pattern/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRfhuRNua_E&t=27s
https://www.allaboutsewing.net.au/notions-1
https://www.google.com/search?q=all+about+sewing&rlz=1C1SQJL_enAU774AU774&oq=all+about+sewing&aqs=chrome..69i57j46i175i199j35i39j46i175i199l4j0.17874j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


 

  



 

 

 

  
 

PATSY BUDIN - YOUNG 

Patsy Budin     16th May 2010   DOB: 18/05/1933 

Patsy was 87 years young and had been a very valuable 

member of the Auxiliary since 2001 - 19 years. 

Pasty has 2 sons and one daughter & grandchildren she 

will be sadly missed from our Auxiliary. 

Colleen Beckhaus 

Young RSL Auxiliary sub-Branch Coordinator. 

 

SUE SMITH - PENRITH 

On a sad note, we lost a member on Saturday 4 April – 

Sue Smith. Sue passed away unexpectedly and not 

from COVID-19. 

Sue joined in 2010 she was going to celebrate 10 years 

of service with the Penrith RSL Auxiliary.  

 

Marilyn Moore 
Coordinator 
City of Penrith RSL sub-Branch Auxiliary 

 

 

GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE 

JOAN GAUNT - SOUTH HURSTVILLE 

Vale for Joan Gaunt 14.2.1926- 12.3.2020  

Joan joined South Hurstville Auxiliary on 4 May 1964. 

Our fundraising day was Tuesday and Joan was soon on 

the roster; when she was working she did Tuesday night 

fund raising. Suppers at RSL Club was bowls, snooker, 

youth club, table tennis and Joan helped with suppers. 

ANZAC Day breakfasts, Services on Remembrance Day at 

RSL Club and Church Services with sub-Branch. 

Visitations were arranged from Rozelle Centre to have 

an outing at South Hurstville, bus trip then lunch cooked 

and served by auxiliary and sub-Branch then 

entertainment, singing and dancing with the ladies’ 

Auxiliary members. Hospital visits to Rozelle, Garrawarra 

and Concord Hospitals with sub-Branch. 

Joan worked with RSL Meals on Wheels which at that 

time was based at Moore Park, working with ladies from 

Hurstville, Miranda, Mortdale auxiliaries. Delegate for 

Upper Illawarra Welfare Group and Congress Delegate, 

Joan remembered going into Sydney for sandwiches tea 

coffee for a very early congress. 

Joan was our Secretary for 2 years, Junior Vice 

President, Senior Vice President, and our wonderful 

President for 17 years. 

Joan was awarded her Certificate of Appreciation, Life 

Membership on 23 May 1981. Merit Badge on 28 

February 1985 and Life Member of the South Hurstville 

RSL Club on 26 March 2000. 

Our Joan will always be remembered as a caring, loving 

person who worked because she loved to do it, she will 

be always in our memories. 

Janice Edwards  

Co-Ordinator South Hurstville RSL sub-Branch Auxiliary 

 

 

 

  



  

 
 

IVY DUNCAN - MANILLA 

One of our members of the Manilla RSL Auxiliary 
passed away on the 

25 /08/20 

Ivy Duncan was a member over 20 years Ivy did a 
lot of fundraising, helping with funerals, ANZAC 
and Remembrance Day badge selling. Sadly, Ivy 
was so sick with cancer.  

Manilla RSL Auxiliary will sadly Miss Ivy Duncan. 

From Adrian Boyce 

  

 

Contact Details: 

RSL NSW 

Level 5, 341 George Street 

SYDNEY NSW 2000 

   auxiliaries@rslnsw.org.au     

Pauline James:  0411 877 396  

Sue Allen:  0409 608 901  

 

LOLA RINKIN  - PORT MACQUARIE 
 
LOLA RINKIN joined our Auxiliary in March 2010. 
As we prepare to farewell one of our much-loved 
members, I would like to share a few memories of the 
many contributions Lola made to help raise money for 
our Auxiliary. 
 
Besides being an amazing cook (we always knew that we 
would be in for a treat when Lola was providing morning 
tea) Lola was also a beautiful sewer and was always 
coming up with new craft ideas for items that would sell 
at the Auxiliaries Street Stalls. 
 
As well as being busy making craft items, Lola hosted 
many social events at her home.  
Lola had a “heart of gold” she refused to accept money 
for the materials that she purchased for her craft items 
she made for the Auxiliary to sell. 
 
Lola rarely missed a monthly meeting or luncheon in the 
10 years that she was with the Auxiliary. 
 
WE WILL MISS YOU LOLA 
4/2/1932 - 27/6/2020 
REST IN PEACE DEAR LOLA 

Sandra Smith 
Coordinator Port Macquarie Auxiliary 

 

 

 
    

 

 

This is our last Newsletter for 2020. On behalf of 

Pauline and myself I want to wish you all a very 

Merry Christmas, lots of good health and 

happiness in the coming year. 

Stay safe and we will see you in 2021. 

  

 

mailto:auxiliaries@rslnsw.org.au

